C

c
N
(a¥

c
o
(]

wnl

G ..
September 2, 2008

Office of General Counsel 008 SEZ -4 Al 13
999 E Street, N.W. MUR#
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re:  James Buhrmaster for Congress
C00447706 — Pre-Primary Filing

Dear Sirs and Madams:

I write to complain about the pre-primary filing made by James Buhrmaster, a
Republican candidate for US Congress in New York's 21* district. I represented another
Republican candidate for the same sesat, Steven Vasquez, during a ballot access lawsuit.
Buhrmaster sued to knock Vasquez off the ballot for alleged problems with his
nominating petitions. Vasquez prevailed. Buhrmaster was represented in Court by
sttormey Tom Marcelle.

Buhrmaster’s campaign finance filings show no expenditures for Marcelle's
representation. There is no indication of any in-kind contribution or loan to the campaign.
The Petition (sttached) submitted by Marcelle to commence the lawsuit is dated July 23,
2008. The filing is meant to cover all spending up until August 20, 2008. The lawsuit was
resolved via a day-long hearing on July 2K 2008, roughly 4 weeks before the end of the
filing period. %nn_

. Mr. Marcelle is a fine attomey, and I would expect his fees for such
representation would exceed $10,000. Mr. Buhrmaster should have reported this expense,
one way or another, in his FEC filing. Please investigate this complaint as appropriate.

All of the foregoing is based upon my personsl knowledge.

e
(4

Warren Redlich

Swom to this 2* Day of Septembez, 2008

Heather J Rediich
otary Publi Albany County

Oo2R 12

Expires 00722720/ [

288 WASHINGTON AVE. EXT. #108 |
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12208 . — FAX: D13 BUL-1 DD1
WWW.REDLICHLAW.COM WARRENGREDLICHLAW.COM
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TRE STATK OF NEW YORK 008 SC -4 A3
THE COUNTY OF ALBANY
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JAMES R. BURRMASTER, candidate apgriaved,
Petitioner,

IRTION
- wgainst - index Yo (o QBT -0¥

THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF BLECTIONS, NBIL W. KELLEHER (in his official
capecity as & Comenissioncrs of The New York Stato Baard of Elections), DOUGLAS A.
KELLNER (i his official ospacity as a Commiselonsrs of The New York State Board of
Klections), EVBL.YN J. AQUILA (in her official capacity as a Commissioness of The New York
State Boan! of Bleotions), AND HELENA MOSES DONOHUE (in her official capucily as a
Cossmissioncrs of The Now York Stato Board of Slections), AND STEVEN VASQUEZ, a3
candidare for Meanber of Congress for the 21 Congressiona) District of New York
Respondeats.

IO THE SUPREMN COURT OF THE STATE O NEW YORK;
COUNTY OF ALBANY

JAMES R. BUHRMASTER, the Petitioner herein, respocifully showa this Court and
alloges the Bllowing, that:

1. Petitionsr, Jmmmmmn-mmmuhmwhm
of Maraber of Congress @r the 21° Districi of New York and brings this
action pursuast to Articls 16 of the llsction Law o 3 candidate aggrieved.

3. Atall dmes bareioafier mentioned, the Respondents, NRIL W. KELLEHER, DOUGLAS
A. KEILINER, RVELYN J. AQUILA AND HELENA MOSES DONOITUE, wure and
mmum and constioues the New York Steto Board of

3. On or sbout the 10 day of July, 2008, & petition (hecuinafier “tho petition™ or “aid
mﬂmeﬂhMYdMMdkmmwdﬁm
STEVEN YASQUEZ, as candidete fior the Republican Party nomination
hhpﬁﬁedhdhhhcdc“hbﬂ'wm&m
York in the Primary Eicotion to bs hold September 9, 2008

4. Tho petition comtained two volumes and purporied to comain 1,640 signatorcs of
mombas of the Republican Puty. The New York State Board of Elections is in the
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possession of (he original petition sad the accompanying Order 16 Show requests fhat
they produce the same wpon the hosring of this matior.

mwmoﬁgﬂumyfﬁmmmm.-ﬁm
petilions must contain d.pnl- ot of the duly ensalled Republican
Paty voters residing in the 21" Congressional District. y

The aftwressid designsting petition flled on hehelf of the regpondent candidates is invalid
in that it fails (o contain the necesssry nummber of valid signatures.

mmmdmmmnmnmm«
mombers of tho Republican Party. Who reside in the 21* Diatrict, (here arc loas than
1,250 valid signeturcs and, as $ rosutt, suid potition should be stricken.

12 signutures should be sttick because the voler sigam! the designating petition twice.

Attachad hercto as Exbibit A is a st which identifies the invald signaiures mentioned i
the sbove parsgraph with refereace (o valums, page and fine sumber.

Petitioncr incorporates Extidbit A as part of bis petition us if fally set forth hevein.

132 signatures should be struck becsuse they are nol members of the Republican Pasty
who resido within the 21 Dixict:

Attachodl hereto as Exhibit B is a list which identifies the invalid signaturos mentionod in
the above panagraph with rofevence to volume, page and linc sumber.

Petitionor incorporatos Exhibit B as purt of his petition as if fully sct forth horein.

82 sipnstores should be strack beemms they wore made after the volers siready had
signed the Petitioner's dssignation putition.

Aftached hereto as Bxhibit C is a tist which identifies the invalid signatiwes mantioned in
the above paragruph widh reforence % vohuns, page and Uine number.

Petitioner insorporstes Exhibit C as pan of his potition a8 if fily sst forth herein.

14 sigaatures should be struck became thoy are illegible and no regisicred ar eligible
voler could be identified.

Attsched herwic as Bxhibil D Is 3 list which identifing the fuvalid signatwros meationed in
the sbuve parsgraph with seliwencs & volume, pego and finc vumber,

Petitioncr incorporates Exhibit D as purt of his petition as if fully sct forth hercin.
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20. 78 signatures contsined in Volume I st pages 48-56 shonld be struck bocmuse they were
Mwmu.wmuu-mmnnmumuu

21. 74 other signaturvs should be stnuck us invalid for vazious reasonsa. Ths Volome aumber,
pags ommber, und Hoe atouber of thess invalid signstares togethes wilh the rcasons why
tho signetuves are invalid sre atiachod hereto as Bxhibit B. Pxhibil E lists idemifies the
invalid signatures mentioned in this paragraph with refercnce © volume, pags and lino
aumher. Petitioms incorpocates Bxhibit E s pars of his petition as if fully sct forth

22. Upon information end belief, petitioncr helieves thal there arc many other of signatwres
thst invalid oc deloctive and npon hewring of the mestrer, petitivner will prosent proof of
these defocts. This allegation together the supporting proof af the heexing is specificslly
permitted by the Order to Show Cause which initialed this action

WHEREFORE, Petitionor requests this Monorshle Court (o invalidate B designating petition of
Richurd A STEVEN VASQUEZ pmporting 1o designates the respondent cendidate for the
Bepublican Parly nominetion for the public offics of Mcwber of Congrwss for the 21”
Coagressional District of Now York in & primary slection to be held on Scptembes 9, 2008; and
to grant much farther amdd diffirent refiof that seams o the Conrt, in the axercise of its wisdom
und discretion, just xnd proper,

jjtod on thig 23rd day of July 2008,

Tom Muroulle
Counsl for the Petitioner

2 B-Comm Squars, 3™ Floor
Albaay, New Yark 12207
(518) 427-1720

The undersigucd aiftnns snd verifics the foregning is trus, excepl as (o matters thorsin stared fo
be sllegod on information and beliaf, and 2 1o those matioes, [ belisve them to be trus. The
grounds for my bolicf are the exasnination of the papera in this case and conversutions with
witnasses, and ovenis. The reason fox Atiorney Verifioxtion is that petitioner is not in the couaty
whers his has bis offico.

Dated um thia 23" day of July 2008,

T i

Tom Maroclic
Commscl for the Petitioner

2 B-Coram Square, 3™ Flcor
Albany, New York 12207
(S18)27-1720
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Buhrmaster-Vasquez duke it out - New York Politics Capitol Co...

20110

Redlich was allowed to bring in some petition
witnesses this morning out of order because of
conflicts in the witnesses’ schedule, said
Buhrmaster spokesman Josh Hills. Buhrmaster’s
attorney, Albany County GOP attorney Tom
Marcelle, will be presenting much of their case
when arguments resume around 1:20 p.m.

Buhrmaster challenged Vasquez’s position on
the Sept. 9 primary ballot by saying 452
signatures aren’t valid. Redlich said he’s
confident he can make up the 62 signatures
Vasquez needs to stay in the race.

Posted in 215t CD Race |

2 Comments »

1. Saw that there were zero comments on this
blog.

Who cares about Buhrmaster and Vasquez?
Sounds like a jelly company, or perhaps a new
brand of South American coffee.

With Dave Paterson on the hunt for the “Red
State Worker” there is real news today and we
don’t need clutter like this.

Comment by TUReader — July 30, 2008 @
6:52 pm

http://blogs.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/8 189
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ABOUT US

Irene Jay Liu
Joined the ;
Capitol Bureau |
in '08, a great
year for politics ... a
foodie, music junkie,
and reader,
recommendations
welcome.

Casey Sejler

Team Leader for r ]
Democracy and
Government and

State Editor (the
longest title in the
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